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and	the	Good	Work	Award	(2017)	from	the	Association	of	Moral	Education	(AME).	She	is	also	the	recipient	
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SUMMARY
Reflective Culture of Holocaust Remembrance (RCoHR)-An Innovative Approach  

for Coping with a National Trauma in a Diverse Setting

Prof.	Zehavit	Gross,	Dean,	Faculty	of	Education,	Bar	Ilan	University,	Israel

The	aim	of	 this	study,	 funded	by	the	National	Academy	of	Science	 (ISF),	 is	 to	examine	how	
the	memory	of	the	Holocaust	 is	processed	and	mediated	for	diverse	students	 in	schools	 in	
the	 Jewish	 sector	 (ultra-Orthodox,	 secular	 and	 state-religious)	 and	 the	Arab	 community	 in	
Israel	and	how	a	Reflective	Culture	of	Holocaust	Remembrance	(RCoHR)	can	be	cultivated	in	
the	Israeli	(Arab	and	Jewish)	educational	system	and	can	be	replicated	and	implemented	as	
a	theoretical	and	practical	model	of	how	to	deal	with	national	traumas	in	other	contexts	and	
locations.

In	the	twenty-first	century	Holocaust	education	and	the	memory	is	gradually	weakening	and	I	
shall	suggest	a	new	and	innovative	approach	to	ensure	the	continuation	of	its	relevance.

I	 think	that	the	new	concept	 I	have	developed	through	the	ISF	grant	can	be	useful	and	will	
push	the	research	and	the	field	forward.

There	is	a	gap	between	the	strong	desire	of	the	establishment	in	various	places	in	Israel	and	
across	 the	 globe,	which	 invests	 considerable	 effort	 in	 various	ways	 to	 promote	 Holocaust	
commemoration	and	the	desire	of	the	younger	generation	to	participate	in	memorial	events.	
However,	once	the	economic	potential	disappears	and	the	establishment	is	unable	to	fund	it,	
the	issue	of	Holocaust	remembrance	will	have	no	future.

The	hypothesis	of	this	research	project	is	that	a	new	approach	which	I	have	constructed	,enti-
tled:	Reflective	Culture	of	Holocaust	Remembrance	(RCoR),	which	is	based	on	a	critical,	mul-
ticultural,	universal,	 human	 rights	 standpoint,	 can	help	 to	meet	 these	new	challenges.	The	
concept	was	developed	as	a	grounded	 theory	concept	and	as	an	 integral	part	of	my	class	
observations	during	the	research	and	my	active	and	reflective	interventions	in	those	classes	
I	attended.	The	implementation	of	the	concept	of	RCoHR	as	was	found	and	identified	in	my	
practical	workshops	with	the	teacand	students	in	the	classes	consists	of	six	distinct	phases	1.	
Question	-asking	question	2.	Explore	-	going	more	deeply	3.	Discover	-	the	revelation	of	deep	
dilemmas.4.	Deliberation	(discuss)	5.	Debate	(disputation-	confrontation)	and	6.	Management	
(how	 to	manage	difficult	 knowledge).	The	process	of	deliberation	 and	 reflection	 involves	 a	
multi-faceted	thinking	and	dealing	with	complexity	in	the	context	of	the	mediation	of	difficult	
knowledge	for	students	and	teachers.	In	my	address	I	will	give	specific	examples	how	those	
stages	were	performed	practically	in	the	classes	.	Those	stages	should	be	further	practiced	
and	investigated	empirically	and	theoretically	so	that	it	can	better	be	adopted	and	adapted	in	
research and practice. 


