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Course description 

 

1. GENERAL INFORMATION 

1.1. Course teacher  Prof. dr. sc. Ivan Koprek 1.6. Year of the study  2 

1.2. Name of the course Political philosophy 1.7. ECTS credits 3 

1.3. Associate teachers 
Dr. sc. Dan Đaković 1.8. Type of instruction (number of 

hours L + E + S + e-learning) 
2+0+0 

1.4. Study programme 
(undergraduate, graduate, 
integrated) 

graduate 
1.9. Expected enrolment in the course 

20 

1.5. Status of the course 
 mandatory  elective 

1.10. Level of application of e-learning 
(level 1, 2, 3), percentage of online 
instruction (max. 20%) 

2; 15% 

2.COUSE DESCRIPTION 

2.1. Course objectives 

To acquaint students with the concepts of political ideas and ideologies and the context in which they originated from antiquity to the 

21st century. During the lecture, concepts such as liberalism, neoliberalism, conservatism, nationalism, secularism, socialism, social 

democracy, postmodernism will be presented and explained. 

2.2. Enrolment requirements 
and/or entry competences 
required for the course  

Fulfilled conditions for enrollment in the 2nd year of graduate study. 

2.3. Learning outcomes at the level 
of the programme to which the 
course contributes  

a) Develop the skill of arguing one's own critical opinion. 

b) Think critically about different theoretical approaches to solving practical problems and making decisions regarding the 

construction of moral personalities. 

c) Reflect and discuss (contemporary) cultural phenomena and values, based on knowledge and theories in philosophical heritage 

and other disciplines. 

d) Formulate scientific hypotheses in the philosophical field. 

2.4. Expected learning outcomes 
at the level of the course (3 to 
10 learning outcomes)  

After passing the exam, students will be able to; 

a) explain and interpret the main themes of policy philosophy; 

b) list and analyze the basic works of political thought; 

c) correctly interpret and be able to compare different philosophical approaches to the essence of politics and the political; 

d) independently interpret and analyze philosophical-political texts; 

e) develop a critical attitude towards the messages of politicians. 

2.5. Course content (syllabus) 

Political philosophy is a branch of philosophy that deals with issues related to human life in the social and political community. Unlike 

political science or sociology, which approaches these questions from an empirical point of view (trying to determine how society 

works), the approach of political philosophy is based on a theoretical-normative point of view (the answer to the question of how 

society should function is sought!). In this sense, political philosophy is close to ethics. The course presents the most important 

representatives in the history of European political philosophy, from Plato, Aristotle, Augustine, Thomas Aquinas, through Thomas 
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More, Machiavelli, Hobbes, Rousseau, Kant, Hegel to recent theorists who based their thought on the background of the philosophy 

of critical rationalism, that is, to contemporary liberal (Rawls) and “conservative” theorists (communitarians!). The course will present, 

clarify and analyze concepts related to politics, such as: people, nation, state, government, power, freedom, equality, democracy, 

human rights, etc. 

2.6. Format of instruction: 

 lectures 
 seminars and workshops 
 exercises 
 online in entirety 
 partial e-learning 

 field work 

 independent assignments 
 multimedia and the internet 
 laboratory 
 work with mentor 
 (other) 

2.7. Comments: 

 

2.8. Student responsibilities 
1. Attend lectures regularly; 2. Personally, according to the received tasks, participate in classes; 3. Engage in interaction during 

lectures by applying knowledge they have previously acquired: especially in Ethics and Philosophical Anthropology. 

2.9. Monitoring student work  

Class attendance YES  Research  NO Oral exam YES  

Experimental work  NO Report  NO Interaction  YES  

Essay  NO Seminar paper  NO    

Preliminary exam YES  Practical work  NO    

Project  NO Written exam YES  ECTS credits (total) 3 

2.10. Required literature (available 
in the library and/or via other 
media)  

Title 

Number of 

copies in the 

library 

Availability via 

other media  

BARUZZI, A., (1994), Uvod u političku filozofiju novoga vijeka, Hrvatska sveučilišna naklada, 
Zagreb 

  

FREEDEN, M. (ed.) (2006), Političke ideologije, Zagreb.   

MAIER, H. – RAUSCH, H. - DENZER, H. (1998), Klasici političkog mišljenja I.-II., Golden 

marketing, Zagreb 

  

MARITAIN, J., (1992), Čovjek i država, Globus-Školska knjiga, Zagreb   

PLANT, R. (2002), Suvremena politička misao, Naklada Jesenski i Turk, Zagreb   

STRAUSS, L. – CROPSEY, J.  (2006 ), Povijest političke filozofije, Golden marketing –Tehnička 
knjiga, Zagreb 

  

SWIFT, A., (2006), Political Philosophy. A Beginners' Guide for Students and Politicians, Polity 

Press Ltd., Cambridge 

  

WOLFF, J., (2011), Uvod u političku filozofiju, Hrvatski studiji, Zagreb   

2.11. Optional literature 

ARENDT, H. (1996), Eseji o politici, Antibarbarus, Zagreb 

ARISTOTEL (1992), Politika, Hrvatska sveučilišna naklada, Zagreb 

ARON, R. (1996), Demokracija i totalitarizam, Politička kultura, Zagreb 

BARRY, B. (2006), Kultura i jednakost, Jesenski i Turk, Zagreb 

COICAUD, J. M. (2004), Legitamacy and Politics, CUP, Cambridge 
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GREEN, L. (2006), The Authority of the State, Clarendon Press, Oxford 

GUTMAN, A. – THOMSON, D. (1997), Democracy and Disagreement, Harvard University Press, Cambridge-London 

HEGEL, G. W. F. (1989), Osnovne crte filozofije prava, Veselin Masleša, Sarajevo 

HENIS, V. (1983), Politika i praktička filozofija, Nolit, Beograd 

HINSLEY, F. H. (1992), Suverenitet, AC, Zagreb 

HOBBES, Th. (2004), Levijatan, Jesenski i Turk, Zagreb 

KANT, I. (2000), Pravno-politički spisi, Politička kultura, Zagreb 

MACHIAVELLI, N. (1983), Vladar, Grafički zavod Hrvatske, Zagreb 

MILL, J. S. (1988), Izabrani politički spisi, Informator, Zagreb 

MORUS, Th. (2003), Utopija, Globus, Zagreb 

PLATON, (2009) Država, Naklada Jurčić, Zagreb 

ROUSSEAU, J. J. (1978), Društveni ugovor, Školska knjiga, Zagreb 

SANDEL, M. J. (2001), Democracy's Discontent, Harvard University Press, Cambridge-London 

SPINOZA, B. (2006), Politički traktat, Latina &Graeca, Zagreb 

WEINER, M. (2007), Democratic Sovereignty, UCL Press, London 

YOUNG, M. I. (2005), Pravednost i politika razlike, Jesenski i Turk, Zagreb 

2.12. Other (as the proposer 
wishes to add) 

 

 


